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Chiayi is an inland city situated on northern Chianan Plain.
As the 7th largest city in Taiwan, it covers a land area of 60.02
sq km and hosts a population of about 270,000.

Chiayi is the location of numerous important events in
Taiwan's history. It was first noted for its suppression of the ‘Lin
Shuangwen Revolt', during which the inhabitants of the Chiayi
region were instrumental. After the successful suppression of
the rebels, the Ching Dynasty Emperor, Chien Lung, made an
imperial announcement that awarded the name 'Chiayi' to the
region, in recognition of the loyalty of its people.

As a well-situated regional hub, Chiayi experienced a
great deal of economic development during the Japanese
colonial era. Even though much of the infrastructure was
destroyed by wars and earthquakes in the first half of the 20th
century, some structures have been preserved; especially
those relating to the sugar and timber industries. Currently,
these structures are the physical manifestation of Chiayi's
cultural heritage.

In our development plans, we have been influenced by
Kyoto's success in combining economic development with
cultural heritage preservation, Our development plan

Preface

encompasses several aspects, such as the arts, tourism, urban
regeneration and urban design. Together we strive to integrate
technological, cultural and historical factors in order to visualize
the metamorphosis of an ancient city. The objective is to
reinforce the position of Chiayi City as the regional center of
consumption, tourism, leisure as well as other specialized
services.

In this annual report, we describe our efforts to guide the
citizens of Chiayi City towards a better understanding of the
region's history, its present situation and its future development
potential. The process of urban development requires the
communication of information among all residents, as well as a
co-ordination of this information with historical development
trajectories. On the basis of such communication and
co-ordination, we aim to create a constructive development
plan for Chiayi.

Our obrjective is to make Chiayi City become a viable,
effective, safe, friendly, prosperous and beautiful city.

Mayor Of Chiayi City  Huang, Ming-Hui
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