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A Loving City Filled with Bright Sunshine, Right beneath Mt. Ali, besides Chianan Plain.
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Chiayi may not be a large city, but a city filled with history. It also serves as a gateway to the forest
railroad of Alishan-one of three highest mountain railroads in the world. By learning from Kyoto City in
Japan, we will strive to preserve featured historical buildings and promote modernized developments in
the future to transform ourselves into the center of consumer service among Yunlin, Chiayi and Tainan
areas. Furthermore, we look forward to the perfect integration of Chiayi City's traditions and modernism
and the balance of humanity and technology. Chiayi is constructing a unique and delicate City, a city of
energy, efficiency, security, friendship, prosperity, and attractiveness, which is our vision and

responsibility.
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Geography

Heading southward from northern Taiwan, people have endless
possibilities. One can venture via provincial highway, railway, or
experience the expansive Chianan Plain in southern Taiwan by air
travel. A green vast field with rice paddies reflecting farmhouses is
representative of tropical Taiwan. Two rivers intercept the butterfly-
shaped Chiayi City.
Niouchou River to the north. It is in the face of Alishan and at the
northern end of Chianan Plain. Chiayi City is in such an important

Bajhang River flows down the south and

location that it becomes the divide of weather and humanity of
western Taiwan and the gateway to southern Taiwan.
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For hundreds of years, Chiayi City has been well-known for its
historical events. Some twists and turns have also accompanied the
construction of Chiayi City mostly due to its site of the fault lines and
numerous natural disasters. Up to now, however, Chiayi City is still

the core for providing tourism and industry of Chianan Plain.

Chiayi City
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History

Jhuluo was the former name of Chiayi during
her initiative development ahead of other cities in
1704. Chiayi was an outpost of Tainan during
the feudal period. People of Jhuluo defended
their city against the invaders in the Lin
Shuangwun event, maintaining the regime of the
Ch’ing dynasty over Taiwan. In recognition of
that courageous deed, Emperor Ch’ien-lung
bestowed a new name- Chiayi -upon Jhuluo town
in remembrance of their great acts for the good of
the public.

With its long history and good location,
Chiayi City was the main city of Chianan Plain in
regards to transportation and industry. Although
some of the important industrial facilities were
ruined during wars and earthquakes, the once
glorious lumbering and sugar industry remains
vivid until now. They are momentous cultural
assets and deeply rooted in the historic humanity
of this city.
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Urban Renewal

The historical and geographical edge leads Chiayi City to play an
important role in the daily functions, working, and living of millions
of people in the Chianan Plain. Therefore, improving the city’s
functions and providing more advanced services become Chiayi’s
visions and tasks. In addition to increasingly proceeding with each
construction, Taiwan Railway Administration (TRA) has finished an
urban renewal project regarding the rear part of Chiayi Station. In the
near future, Chiayi Station will be the first multifunction center to
provide railway, freeway, highway, Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) services,
and commercial services.

Adjacent to Alishan, Chiayi City is gradually changing its
appearance by increasing the flexibility of using public space and
environmental cleaning. It is striving to promote tourism, industry,
education, and culture for central and southern Taiwan through its

own historical features and geographical advantages.
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Beauty of Lanes and Alleys
in Chiayi >»

In order to be a LOHAS city and to
meet the needs of humanity, the city
must proceed with “Fascinating Jhuluo
Charming Chiayi,” a movement to
revitalize Chiayi City through cleaning,
greening, and embellishing town streets.
This movement will be starting from
official organizations and public schools,
to private stores, and families, turning
individual steps into group progress.

The sidewalks alongside Jhongshan
road (from Chiayi Station to Jia-Syoung
Crossover) will be the first location to start
with. The remaining sidewalks will follow
up after legislative processes are
completed. It will enhance the quality of
environments, improve cityscapes,
harmonize lanes and alleys, and make
Chiayi a delicate and organized city.
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A City of Wonder »»

Central Fountain, the most crowded area
in Chiayi City, serves as a cultural and
business center. It is a spiritual landmark of
Chiayi. In the evening, the colorful under-
water lights resemble a shining diamond,
illuminating the Central Fountain. Jhongshan
road and Wunhua road contain various stores
and delicacies, lighting both roads at night
like a glimmering necklace. To the east-end
of Wunhua road is a 3.08-hectare (about 7.6
acres) vacant lot, the present construction
project of Park No. 16.

Park No.16 will encompass a forest-
garden, Art trail, space for exhibition and
performance, basement parking lot, and a
managing center. In the interests of
business, tourism and entertainment, it will
function as a splendid landmark transforming
Chiayi and demonstrating urban develop-
ment.

Chiayi Su-Jhou-Lian Ancestral Temple is
located in Park No.16. This temple has been
repaired and furnished with green trees and
red walls, giving an elegant outlook and
relaxed feeling. This is quite different when
compared with modemized Park No.16 and
ends up being a sight of beauty in the
commercial surroundings.
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Chianan’s Core

Chiayi City has the most affluent educational resources among
Yunlin, Chiayi, and Tainan regions. Many early-built schools are
located in the city, giving rise to a good academic atmosphere. The
citizens are well educated, and the difference in education between
urban and rural areas is not clear. Many doctors choose to return to
their homeland-Chiayi City-to practice medicine, resulting in high
density of medical resources in a city with moderate population.

In a survey conducted by Common Wealth Magazine in 2006,
Chiayi City is ranked the top city on the well-being of its citizens.
Chiayi City is abundant in medical resources and the citizens are
content, lead well balanced lives and enjoy their times with families.

These statistics show three advantages of Chiayi: education, social

welfare, and geography. Chiayi is irreplaceable and her core position
between Yunlin and Tainan makes Chiayi a special city for providing
higher living function with lower stress.
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A Seed-City of Education »»

Educational organizations in Chiayi City such as kindergartens,
elementary schools, middle schools, and high schools spread out evenly
in each district. Teachers are well equipped with software and hardware,
which has cultivated many talented people for the past hundred years,
making Chiayi a model town for education. The idea of education is
changing from quantity-orientated to quality & art-oriented, which
enhances city competence.

With a background in education, the Mayor of Chiayi City strongly
supports and invests on educational development, citing population
quality improvement as one of the goals. For example, financial aids on
developing featured schools, integrating e-learning platforms, improving
Physical Fitness in schools, applying the Excellence Project to encourage
teaching abilities, and enhancing small classrooms of newly constructed
schools to provide a better learning environment all would reinforce the
assets of this centurial City.
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A Lively City »»

Healthy citizens are the vigorous resources of a city. The City
Government promotes “Charming Chiayi Powers You and Me.” It is a
project to increase the participation in sports, with a focus on elderly
persons, females, families, and teenagers. This project supports most of
the indoor and outdoor games which take place at the city parks, gym,
and community green yards. It is intended for all ages, will provide
resources and tools for better health and will aid in charging up a vital

City.
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Here Is My Hometown »»>

Chiayi City is superior to other cities with respect to social welfare
capabilities. Those welfares include birth allowances, elderly grants, caring
for the weak, and setting up local nursing homes. It recently accomplished
the Community Elderly Service Center in the east district and the
Counseling Center in the west district. Chiayi is well prepared for the aging
of population and the decrease of birth rate. Besides, new residents and
foreign spouses will have gracious services from the Civil Administration
and the Household Registration Office, providing a comfortable lifestyle in
which to live.
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Networks of Citizen
Communication Lines in the Future »»

Convenient transportation is the pivot of habitable cities. Chiayi City's
present projects of communications and transportation are fundamental
for the future. The System of Bus Rapid Transit as a connecting system
of Taibao station, Taiwan High Speed Rail and Railway Elevation are
influential to the connection between future city space and inhabitants.

The transport service of Taiwan High Speed Rail will bring Taiwan's
transportation into a new epoch. The first line of Bus Rapid Transit
connecting Chiayi and Taibao has illustrated Chiayi City as the important
geographical region of Chianan Plain. As the biggest exit off the highway
and railway in Chianan Plain, the rapid passage along with tourism of
Taiwan High Speed Rail will bring Chiayi City positive and beneficial
influences.

Railway Elevation assumes the best role to balance the development
of eastern and western districts, expand city space, make the best use of
lands and implement city renewal plans around the train stations. An
unobstructed network of city space with the Bus Rapid Transit will create
the vivid model of population movement, reinforce the willingness for
inhabitation and be convenient for tourists’ visit.
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City of LOHAS
(Lifestyles of Health & Sustainability)

With a land area of 60 square kilometers
(about 23 square miles) and a population of 270
thousand people, Chiayi City is a relaxing city. In
addition, with Mt. Ali to the east, the fertile
Chianan Plain to the west, and embracing
mountains and water, Chiayi’s geography and
resources enable people to live and work
comfortably and conveniently with the benefits of
completely modern facilities. Nevertheless, with
an elegant town spirit and a casual atmosphere
Chiayi City is distinct from other cities.
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Major Town with Minor Townships—
A Leisurely Paced City »»

In order to positively present the pleasant style of a graceful town, a
project divides Chiayi into a four-region city according to the different
resources and characteristics. It is named “The Blue Print of Reviving
Townships,” which is associated with the main theme of the city of
leisured tempo and LOHAS. A new city doctrine “Slow Pace in Chiayi”
will be carried out by emphasizing health, exercise, relaxation, arts,

nature, and dining.
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Business District assumes a primary entrance to Mt. Ali.
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Nature & Health—
Ecology Amusing Place of the Lakes »>»

The Round Lake Highway and the green yards around Renyi Lake and
Holland Lake are the surroundings that have been Chiayi City's popular
night sceneries for decades. National Chiayi University located in the
lake area not only generates results of academic-industrial researches,

but is also a nice place for amusement and ecological study.
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The Arts—
Ancient Style of Jhuluo’s Vintage Places >»>

Chiayi Park, Botanical Garden, Agriculture Experimental Institution,
Baseball field, and Yuanlinzih Community are the heritages of humanity
and are good places for experiencing the essence of Chiayi.
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Relaxation & Exercise—
The Riverside Resorts of Bajhang River »»

Bajhang River is a water resort of Chiayi City. It is accompanied with the
Ambitabha Temple, Bajiang River Obligatory Ferry, and 228 Monument.
Riverside Sports Park, Water Park, bicycle ways, and Singcun Suspension
Bridge, are developing the resort into an attractive location with regards to
sports, resort, and ecology.
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Tracks in Chiayi City

Although wars and earthquakes damaged a lot of antique buildings
in Chiayi City, there are still many precious and touching culture
heritages. As a result, you can stroll around the Chiayi Park that
combines historical relics with natural scenery. One can ponder at
monuments of the Ch'ing Dynasty and Chen Cheng-Po’s Easel, behold
the red Alishan small train at the Beimen Station, sip a cup of coffee
adjacent to the old fir pond, appreciate the exquisiteness of Taiwan’s
temple artworks in the Koji Exhibition Room, and read three-hundred-
year-old stories and legends at the Historic Relic Data Museum. The
traits of Chiayi City are as fragrant as cypresses, making people feel
comfortable and creating a profound impact.
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Traveling Around Chianan Plain »>»

Thanks to the convenience of the location, it is possible to take a trip
back and forth between all township sceneries in Chianan Plain in one
day. Moreover, Chiayi City as the access to Alishan provides versatile and
convenient tours of mountains, hills, plateaus and plains in one day.
Either from geographic or historic perspective to scrutinize Chiayi City, the
natural conditions, humanistic features, dinning cultures, and business
functions are the guidelines of living in Chianan Plain.
platform of interflow between townships and industries.

They are the
Chiayi is a

window city, through which one may glance at Chianan Plain. You can

make a trip from Chiayi City and radiate out to Yunlin, Chiayi, and Tainan
by taking the convenient transportation and the accessing well supplied
tourist information.
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The Forest Railway of Spring >

Alishan Forest Railroad is not only an industrial
legend of Chiayi City, but also a pearl of culture and
tourism in Taiwan. Cherry trees, red Alishan trains,
and the fragrance of red cypresses are the
unforgettable reminiscences for most Taiwanese
people.

For a better forest railway travel, there will be a
project “The axis of forest-arts of Alishan,” consisting
of three never before open units: the Chiayi Yinglin
Cultural Experience Space, the Historical Porch of
Forest Railway, and the Art Site of Chiayi Railway
Warehouse. The area encompassed in this project
is 1.8 kilometer long (1.2 mile) with the land area of
8.68 hectares (about 21.5 acres). The project will
thoroughly employ the historic resources and local
arts activities, solve the problem of reuse of

cultural and
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Tatsumura Textile Co. makes the satin of Lin Yu-shan's
masterpiece "Lotus Pond” in Concert Hall,
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The masterpiece of Chen Cheng-po *Cutside Chiayi Streefs”
was elected as honorable mention of 7 Art Exhibition of The
Empire Art Academy. [Photo Offered by Chen Chong-Guang

The Painting City of Summer >»

Japanese lumber industries arose within a splendid fifty years' reign
of Chiayi City. This stimulated the economy, brought a peak of cultural
products, and gestated the artists who make a great impact on
Taiwanese arts. Thus, Chiayi City won a graceful name as Painting City,
producing numerous and prominent chronicled paintings of Chiayi.

In the World War Il, some artists of Chiayi traveled to other towns,
and some drifted to other countries. However, the best paintings are
always intertwined with nostalgia memories of hometown. Many of
Cheng-Po Chen’s paintings show Chiayi's street views of summer,
marking his personal style. Yu-Shan Lin's detailed paintings over lily
fields-painted while he was young-became the significant works to be
handed down for generations. Under the sun shining over the Tropic of
Cancer, the melody of country scene is sealed into those subtle leftovers
as a song-like Andante.

The fir pond, an economic axis of forest industries in the past, is
nowadays the Cultural Center where local art works are collected.
Recently, the Center was enlarged to encompass a land area of 12
hectares (about 30 acres), comprising three different attribute of areas:
the large artistic facilities, the Yinglin buildings and the Japanese wooden
housings of Japanese Colonial Period. Those places have witnessed the
historic track and times shifting on lumbering industries.
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Autumn in the City—Japanese Housings in Chiayi »»>

Chiayi is a city that Japanese intensely built up. Hence, massive vestiges are left from the
Japanese Colonial Period. Both the purely Japanese wooden housings and the classic
Western cement-brick buildings are engraved with aged traces among modem buildings and
somehow inspire Chiayi’s cityscapes.

Although Japanese constructions developed Chiayi into a modern city, over-hundred-year
buildings were lost as well. Historical awareness only can be found through the historical
monuments from Ch’ing dynasty and through Japanese housings. In order to preserve these
particular inheritances, citizens of Chaiyi tried their best to preserve the Old Chiayi Prison. An
old Japanese-style prison in the suburbs is now a national historical monument in downtown.
The surroundings around this prison remain quiet and beautiful. Only some variegated walls
and lonesome fall ambiances accompany with the old time memories.






48 149

O XFEE B

BERARITEREN  BEREsT
T EERERERER MRS - BRIEEAHE
SESHERREBRENREESLEHE— (=
FZERERE  EEEMEE16TE > REE
BRI LSS -

FSORERBRATFBENRILES
N FENEERRR RS LERREREIR
RE - REZ5 FRIVABSRIAR ZARH
WHEEST

The Parade of Winter—
Band Festival >»

At the end of year, there is a splendid band
parade. This Asia-Pacific well-known music
festival-Chiayi International Band Festival-invites
many foreign wind bands and is an index of
cultural activities, which Chiayi has held for 16
years.

Many wind music admirers will attend this fair
every year, listening close to the lively wind music
and receiving blessings for the New Year. With the
brass instruments glittering under the sun, people
swing with the melodies that become a vivid
memory of winter.
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Searching for the Poetic City

A great city has no isolated citizens. No matter how advanced a
city will be in the future, all construction projects must be humble in
the presence of the citizens. A city without the folks’ involvements is
a city without a lively heart. Only the residents carry a deep emotion
and commitment to the land that will become the living memory of
the city.

It has been a decade since more and more people identified
themselves with their hometown, and encouraged one another to
become involved in community renovations, which turns the
common place into a fascinating home. Wangtian Village is one place
created under such a background; Singcun Community reflects the
civilized Bajhang River bank; Yuanlinzih becomes an ecological place
for tree frogs; Daojiang Ditch revives streams and rebuilds industries.
These people plant seeds in their mind that blossom on their
hometown soils whether by picking up garbage, planting flowers, or
fixing the collapsing walls.

The Holy Bible (Philippians 3:13~14, NIV) says, “...Forgetting

what is behind and straining toward what is ahead...press on toward
the goal...” Chiayi City, as an urban center nourishing 270 thousand
people, ha.s heen on a three-hund:edyear nse and ecline and i




KHEESSEME  The Achievement of Community Development
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Chiayi City Government

Address : 60041 199, Jhongshan Rd., Chiayi City, Taiwan, R.O.C
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